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THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN THE GOSPELS 
Class #82 – Sunday AM2 OCTOBER 1, 2006 

 

 
Standing on the Promises of God -  
  

Matthew 21:22 
"And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive." 

 
 

Passage - John 5:1-17 
1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 
2Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in 
Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. 
3 In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and 
withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; 
4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool 
and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of 
the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with 
which he was afflicted.] 
 

This bracketed portion was not included in some of the early 
manuscripts.  That portion, however, does reveal what the people 
believed about these particular waters. 
 

5 A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been 
a long time in that condition, He said to him, "Do you wish to get 
well?" 
7 The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but 
while I am coming, another steps down before me." 
8 Jesus said to him, "Get up, pick up your pallet and walk." 
 

“Get up”- ἐγείρω – “Get up” 
 

“Pick up” - αἴρω – “Pick up” 
 

“Walk” – περιπατέω – “Walk” 
 

We obey commands because we believe - 
  “Keep on being filled with the Spirit” 
  “Don’t forsake the assembling of yourselves together” 
 

Faith precedes obedience! 

 
FAITH + ABILITY or POWER (to accomplish) = DOING THE WILL OF GOD 

It is important to ensure fellowship with God before the study of the Word.  
 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful  and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness  (1 John 1:9).  

 

Principle – God does not command us to do anything for which He does not provide the power for us to 
accomplish those commands. The only requirement on our part is FAITH. 



 
Page 2 of 2 

 

9 Immediately the man became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on 
that day. 
10 So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible for you to 
carry your pallet." 
 

Religious crowd is always at the wrong place at the wrong time doing the wrong thing. 
 

POD – Occupation with self and works blinds people from recognizing the hand of God. 
It also prevents us from rejoicing with others when God acts in their life. 

 
POD – There is no joy in religion, only fleeting happiness at the expense of others.  

Religion is a system of works meant to secure the blessing and admiration of God. 
 
 
 
 

11 But he answered them, "He who made me well was the one who said to me, 'Pick up your pallet and walk.'" 
12 They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Pick up your pallet and walk'?" 
13 But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in 
that place.  
 

The punishment for violating the Sabbath was death by stoning. 
 

“The Christ of the Gospels”, Sheppard 
 

-   The Sabbath was designed  - 
 

1. For man (for his rest). 
2. For his worship to God. 
3. For his service to God. 

 

The Pharisees forbade anyone from carrying a burden, including carrying a pallet (a mattress). 
False teeth were construed as a burden! 

Scuffing up the dirt with your shoe was construed as plowing! 
 

Religious people are always attempting to enslave people in their system of ritual observance 
and works. 

 

14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, "Behold, you have become well; do not sin 
anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you." 
 

The inference was that this man was sick because of sin. 
 

If we are sick, we must carefully evaluate if unconfessed sin is present in our life and confession is in order.  
 

Is God trying to get our attention to do something He has revealed to us that we should be 
doing, but we have been saying, “NO”? 

 

 
 
 
 

15 The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
16 For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. 
 

Vv.  17-45 is the Lord’s defense. . . 
 

 

All Scriptures quoted are from New American Standard unless otherwise noted. 

Psalms 26:2 
Examine me, O LORD, and try me; test my mind and my heart. 

There is joy (+H) for the positive believer. 


