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THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN THE GOSPELS 
Class #47 – Sunday AM1 JUNE 25, 2006 

 
 

 

Ensure fellowship with God through 1 John 1:9 
 
 
 
 
Historical Chronology between Matt 4:11 and 12 (Review) 
 
1. Jesus returns to Judea after the wilderness testing and John [the Herald] identifies Him as the 

promised Messiah (John 1:29-36). 
 
Bear in mind that John’s ministry continues throughout these events. 
John’s message “repent for the kingdom of heaven is about to be 
instituted”- - The reason it was about to be instituted is that the King 
had been born; He had been anointed by God (symbolism of His 
baptism by John) and He had been found qualified through passing 
His wilderness testing. 

 
2. Christ calls disciples and travels to Galilee (John 1:37-49). 

 

� Andrew and John - - vv. 37-39 
� Peter - - vs. 40-42 
� Philip - - vs. 43 
� Nathanael - - vv. 45-49 
 
 

3. Performs 1st miracle was at the wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 
2:1-11). 
 
 

                                                             
 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Immediately following His 
baptism Christ was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tested by the devil. He was found 
qualified to rule at the end of 
that testing. 

Disciple (µαθητής - MATHETES) 

– a student; one who learns from 
another. 

Capernaum 
 
Cana 
 
Nazareth 
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Introductory Reading: The Young People’s Book of Bible Stories. (Grosset & Dunlap publishers, 1945) 
 
John 2:1-4 
(1)  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 
 

“Wedding” - γάµος 

    GAMOS – “Banquet” 
            “Wedding feast” – tantamount to a wedding reception 
 

� In the ancient world the wedding feast took place about 6 months to 1 ½ years after the couple was 
betrothed.  

 

Betrothal 
� 6 months to 1 ½ years before the wedding feast the boy meets the girl and they are fond of each other. 
� Potential groom inquires of his father how much is required to redeem his bride. 
� Potential groom then meets with the father of the bride and makes a proposal – which, if accepted, he 

pays the brides father. 
� Boy and girl then enter into a betrothal – a legally binding contract to marry.  This contract is signed 

by toasting with a glass of wine. 
o Wine was a common beverage in the ancient world. 
o Everybody in the ancient world drank wine with the exception of those who took the Nazirite vow. 

� Immediately after the toast the groom tells his bride “I go to prepare a place for you.” 
� The bridegroom returns to his father’s house and builds a honeymoon suite. 
� The honeymoon suite is where the wedding ceremony takes place. 
� While the groom is building this honeymoon suite,  the bride waits for him to return. 

o The bride does not know the exact day or hour that the bridegroom will return for her. 
 

In our culture the engagement of a couple does not constitute a legally binding agreement.  
In our culture invitations are sent out indicating the exact day and hour of the ceremony. 
 
� To the betrothed bride in ancient Jewish culture the day and the hour is unknown. 
� Invitations are sent out to friends and relatives without the day or hour and preparations are made for 

the wedding feast – the GAMOS. 
 

Parable of the Ten Virgins 
Matthew 25:1-13 
(1)  "Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
 
� Why are they taking lamps with them? 

o Because they do not know the day or the hour that the bridegroom is going to return 
to sweep the bride off her feet. 

� The bride sends her bridesmaids (friends who tend to her) out with lamps to watch for 
the bridegroom. When he is announced the lamps are lit. 
o They are referred to as virgins in the passage because this is God’s standard for the 

bride.  She is responsible to maintain her integrity until marriage. 
o The virginity of the bride is a part of the discussion between groom and the father of 

the bride prior to the betrothal. 
� Note vs. 13 - - "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 
� The bridesmaids would keep watch and alert the bride when the bridegroom was 

announced – this gave her early warning to prepare herself to be swept away. 
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(2)  "Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. 
(3)  "For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them (The prudent 
bridesmaids brought extra oil for their lamps – the foolish did not and the lamps burned 
out), 
(4)  but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 
(5)  "Now while the bridegroom was delaying (building the honeymoon suite), they all got 
drowsy and began to sleep. (Ancient weddings were held at night.) 
(6)  "But at midnight there was a shout, 
'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.' 
 

Isaiah 61:10 
“…As a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels…” 
 

(7)  "Then all those virgins rose and trimmed 
their lamps. 
(8)  "The foolish said to the prudent, 'give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.'  
(9)  "But the prudent answered, 'No, there 
will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.' 
(10)  "And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the 
wedding feast (GAMOS); and the door was 
shut. Once the door is shut the best man 
protects the privacy of the married couple. 
 

 
(13)  "Be on the alert then, for you do 
not know the day nor the hour. 

 
 

� Read Psa. 19:5 and compare to Isa 62:5 
to note the bridegroom rejoicing over his bride. 

 
(1)  On the third day there was a wedding (GAMOS) in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there; 
 

The fact that Mary was present indicates that she was related to the bridegroom or the bride’s family. 
 

(2)  and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 

“Were invited” - καλέω 

           3rd Person Singular KALEO – “To call or summon”  
 

• Jesus was called but not the disciples therefore they were wedding crashers!  
 

• This created additional logistics for the wedding feast. 
 
 

 
 
 

� Once the bridegroom is finished preparing 
the honeymoon suite, he departs to fetch 
his bride. 

� The Bride posts her bridesmaids on the 
road which the bridegroom will travel. 

�  The Groomsmen lead the way and 
announce the bridegroom’s approach. 

� The virgin’s light their lamps in rapid 
succession. 

� The bride is signaled to receive advance 
warning to have enough time to adorn 
herself. 

� The procession then travels back to where 
the honeymoon suite is located. 

John 3:29 
(29)  "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; 
but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 
bridegroom's voice. So this joy of mine has 
been made full. Note: Jer 33:11 “…Give 
thanks to the LORD of hosts, for the LORD is 

good, for His lovingkindness is 
everlasting" 
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(3)  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him (Note that John indicates “the mother of 
Jesus said”, not that Mary said – emphasis here is on the human relationship and the authority a mother 
has over a son.)… 
 

Mary is trying to exert her parental authority over Jesus as her son. 
 

She is embarrassed because the wine ran out and she thinks it is His fault. Placing the 
blame on the fact that Jesus was accompanied by His disciples. 

 
(3)  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him "They have no wine." 
 

“Ran” - �στερέω 

     HUSTEREO – “Ran out” with the implication that it is someone’s fault. 
 

Mary is going to her Son because she wants Him to fix the problem! WRONG MOTIVATION 
 

“Have” - �χω 

       ECHO - “To have or to hold” 
 

 
(4)  And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come." 
 

“Woman” - γυνή 

  GUNE – “Woman” (note that He does not say mom or mother)! 

 
All Scriptures quoted are from New American Standard unless otherwise noted.  

The Scribes and the Pharisees were so agitated with the disciples that they started grumbling with them 
in Luke 5:29. 

 

The argument was based on the fact that the disciples would eat and drink with sinners and tax 
collectors. John’s disciples fasted and offered up prayers the Pharisee’s disciples fasted and offered up 

prayers – so they were agitated that Jesus and His disciples drank and ate with sinners and tax 
collectors. They did not fast! 

 

When questioned about this, Jesus answered in Luke 5:34 “…"You cannot make the attendants of the 
bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you? 

 

Everybody drinks at the wedding reception! 

Running out of food or wine at a wedding feast is a horrible reflection on the bridegroom 
and his family. 


