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THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN THE GOSPELS 
Class #35 – Sunday AM1 MAY 28, 2006 

 
 

 

Ensure fellowship with God through 1 John 1:9 
 
 
 
An article was read written by LTC (ret) David Grossman titled “On Sheep, Wolves and Sheepdogs” which 
can be found at many websites including – 
 
http://marinecorpsmoms.com/archives/2004/08/on_sheep_wolves_and_sheepdogs.html 
 

 
 

Herod – A great architect and builder. Renovated the Jerusalem temple using vast personal resources.  
• He was a wolf! 

 

The Lord – Functions as a Sheepdog. Protecting those who are doing His will – Joseph & Mary, 
Simeon, Hanna, Zacharias, Elizabeth & John. 
 

Matthew 2:1-23 
(1)  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east 
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
 

 
 
(2)  "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to 
worship Him." 

 
(3)  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Magi –  
� Gentile scholars or philosophers. 
� Experts in astrology – a form of 

divination based on the theory 
that the movement of the stars 
influence and determine the 
course of human History. 

 
� The Magi that arrived in 

Jerusalem believed in the 
promise of a future king who had 
a divine origin. 

� They arrived during the reign of 
a wolf named Herod. 

 “His star” ASTER – “Star”  
 
Star, massive sphere of hot gas that shines as a result of nuclear fusion in its core.  The nuclear fusion 
produces a force that pushes the material in a star outward.  
 

“The radiance of His glory” 
 

Interpretive Translation: (2) "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews because we saw 
the radiance of His glory from the east and have come to worship Him?" 
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(4)  Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 
(5)  They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 
(6)  'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS 
OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE 
ISRAEL.'" 
 
Herod questions the Magi regarding the star’s first appearance - 
(7)  Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 
 

“Appeared” - φαίνω 
    PHAINO – “to become visible or appear” 
    Reference the SHEKINAH GLORY appearing to the Magi 
 
(8)  And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have 
found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him." 
 
Herod functioning as a wolf! His idea of “worshipping Him” is to sacrifice the Christ child. 
 
(9)  After hearing the king, they (Magi) went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went 
on before them (the SHEKINAH GLORY actually leads them to the exact house where Jesus is living with 
His parents) until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 
 
(10)  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy (The Magi rejoice because what was 
revealed to them at the star’s first appearance 
in Medo-Persia is confirmed as they approach 
Bethlehem). 
 
(11)  After coming into the house … 
 
…they saw the Child with Mary His mother… 
 

“Child - παιδίον 
   PAIDION – “A young child” 
 
   Not a newborn – perhaps 8 weeks to 1 year old. 
 
The first Gentile worshippers of Jesus Christ in the New Testament– 
 

…and they (Magi) fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to 
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
God directs the path of the Magi - 
 

(12)  And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own 
country by another way. 
 

God protects those who worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

God protects those who go where He wants them to go. 
 
(13)  Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get 
up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going 
to search for the Child to destroy Him." 
 

After the following events:  
� Jesus circumcision on the 8th day. 
� Mary’s purification and offering up two turtle 

doves in Jerusalem at the temple (41st day). 
� Participating in the ceremony of the redemption of 

the 1st born (41st day). 
� The return to Bethlehem. 
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� Herod is upset the Magi did not return to him as commanded. 
� Once the Magi departed, the Angel of the Lord instructed Joseph to evade to Egypt. 
� Herod has no authority in Egypt; therefore Egypt becomes a safe haven for Joseph, Mary, and 

Jesus. 
 
(14)  So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 
 

� Night travel is best to prevent detection. 
� Joseph now has the gifts befitting of a king from the treasury of the Magi to provide for his family 

while in Egypt. 
 
(15)  He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON." 
(16)  Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged and sent and 
slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old 
and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 
 

� Remember that Herod conversed with the Magi about when the star (or the glory of God) first 
appeared to them, to determine the time of the new King’s birth. 

� Herod, therefore, set the age of all males at two years and under to be put to death in order to 
eliminate any threat to his throne. 

 
(17)  Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 
(18)  "A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING 
FOR HER CHILDREN; AND SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE." 
 

� This was literally fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar had murdered all of those who were not healthy 
enough to make the march back to Babylon after he had seized Jerusalem. 

 

Quote on Herod’s death from The Complete Works of Flavius Josephus. 
 
(19)  But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 
(20)  "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the 
Child's life are dead." 
(21)  So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
 
POD – God directs the paths of the born-again believer who is doing the will of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The angel tells Joseph to go to Egypt and Joseph evades to Egypt. 
 

The angel tells Joseph to return to the land of Israel so Joseph returns to Israel. 
 
Principle – As God directs the path of Joseph so He directs the church age believer’s path through the 
leading of the Spirit from within and His providential direction from without. 
 

Joseph is one who is doing the will of God 
 

He is willing to listen to God’s message and execute on that message. 
 

He does not ask any questions! 
 

He does not ask why, or for how long! 
 

He just executes! 
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(22)  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 
 

� News of Archelaus’ rule, which began after the death of Herod, had traveled along the road to 
Egypt.  Joseph heard about this but was afraid because his intention was to return to Bethlehem. 

 

 
 

 
 

- - Malleability to the Spirit’s ways with you - -  
 

 - - Walking in dependence on the Spirit to actually lead you through His bearing witness ministry - -  
 

Apart from a willingness to follow God’s leading – nothing will be revealed. 
 
 
(22)  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there...  
 

� Archelaus was just as ruthless as his father except that he had no redeeming qualities – Herod 
at least had a few. 

� Herod was an outstanding leader when he took over Galilee at 25-27 years old. 
� Herod eliminated all the robber bands. 
� Herod designed a system of tribute which was paid to Caesar. 
� Herod was always loyal to Rome. 
� Herod invested large sums of money into renovating the temple. 
� Herod was an excellent architect-builder. 

� Archelaus, on the other hand, was just ruthless. 
� When Archelaus took the throne he had 3,000 Jews sacrificed in the temple during Passover. 

 
This clearly indicates why Joseph was afraid! 

 

The believer who is malleable to the will of God, whatever that will may be, is going to be directed 
by God to the place he needs to be. We must learn to interpret the circumstances the privacy of our 
believer-priesthood in light of the conviction that is wrought from within by our Mentor, God the 
Holy Spirit.  This is only accomplished in the RennJ Diagram. 
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� What does Joseph do? He continues to walk by faith following God’s lead. 
 

…Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 
 

 
 

� Because Joseph was malleable God directed his path northward – to Galilee. 
� Galilee was under the rule of Antipas, a tolerable son of Herod. 

 

(23)  and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene." 
 

� Nazareth was God’s geographical will for Joseph, Mary, and Jesus. 
 

 

� God does not speak to the Church Age believer in dreams or visions.  
� We do not receive direct special revelation like the Magi, Joseph, and Mary. 
� We have the Word of God – and it should be circulating in our souls under filling ministry of 

the Holy Spirit. 
� He is at liberty to convict our will and for us to know God’s will because God’s lead is never 

contrary to His word (Phil. 2:13). 
� And with His word in your soul you are able to discern the paths that God is guiding you in. 
� You’ll know those things because there are sign posts along the way – God will always reassure 

you, not audibly, but through a conviction of the will from within. 
� The key for us is malleability and dependence on the Holy Spirit – while in fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you eat you have to live and how you live is so important! 
 

Bible Doctrine is our food – our spiritual food. 
 

When you eat in this life your body metabolizes or breaks down the proper nutrients 
and distributes them to parts of the body so it can function properly. 

 

As we don’t want to be physically anemic (lacking vitality or spirit) so you don’t want 
to be spiritually anemic – relying on emotions and feelings rather than the infallible 

word of God. 
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You must live in dependence on the Lord to live this life – apart from that dependence you will 
experience failure after failure. 

 
It’s Jesus Christ that keeps us from falling; it’s God the Holy Spirit that enables us to walk. 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 

This is when the character of Christ starts to become manifest in your life. 
 

The fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) being visible and attractive to those around you! 
 

Moment-by-moment casting yourself upon Another for the divine ability to live this life for the glory 
of God. 

 

 
 

This life as a Christian is designed to be lived as a life of dependence – if you are 
depending on yourself then you will fail – yet each Christian has the option to depend 

on the power that raised Christ from the dead. 

 
All Scriptures quoted are from New American Standard unless otherwise noted. 

We arrive at the threshold because of 
MALLEBILITY and DEPENDENCE  

while In-fellowship! 

To step across the threshold requires a step of 
faith (DEPENDENCE + Bible Doctrine). 


